Unit Plan: Canadian Identity and Immigration 

Cassandra Messer, Megan Wood, Shokufeh Murray, and Charlotte Dickinson
	Cross-Curricular Competencies
	

	Thinking Competency

· Critical

· Creative

· reflective
	Communication Competency

· language and symbols

· digital literacy


	Big Ideas: (WHY this unit is of importance to your students’ learning?)

	-Canada's past and present identity is shaped in part by the influx of immigration in the latter part of the 19th century and early 20th century.

-Diverse cultural backgrounds and the biases associated with them influence the values and ideologies of a society, and in turn, values throughout history shape identity.

Rationale: It is important for students to make connections between history and today and to question values, prejudices, biases, and misconceptions.  Evaluating policies and events around immigration in the past and today provides insight into the construction of Canadian nationalism and identity and provides opportunities to make connections and ask critical questions.




	Curricular Competencies
Students will be able to:
	Content
Students will know and understand:

	WHAT students will be learning – goals for the unit

	-show respect and support for others and demonstrate leadership

-understand the impacts and significance of immigration

-analyse and evaluate gender roles, ethnicity, and society

-develop communication skills orally, textually, and comprehensively
-engage in critical and creative thinking and make meaningful connections

-Express and evaluate their own identity as Canadian citizens or residents of Canada

-Have opportunities to connect their own family history to the learnt history.

-Think critically about “The Land of Opportunity” from a variety of texts and discussion

-Evaluate the reliability and validity of texts

-Assess and reflect on historical interactions and policies of inequality and prejudice.

-Explain the development and interrelation of identity and Nationalism


	-the influence of immigration on Canadian identity

-Canadian immigration policy from 1896-1914, prejudice and racism

-population growth and demographics in the period.

-the cultural origins of immigrants to Canada, the prejudices, interactions, persecutions, dimensions of inequality, and adaptations.

-the push - pull factors to immigration from several countries

-the use of propaganda and the challenges and misconceptions faced by immigrants

-the effect of bias in history and of history

-the influence of political leaders and political priorities on society

-the challenges and influences of geographical and environmental factors in Canadian life and agriculture.

-the difference between melting pot and mosaic multicultural policies.

	Evidence:  Acceptable evidence demonstrating achievement of goals

	Formative Assessment
-In small group develop pro and con lists for 3 countries of potential immigration

-Class fact sheet 

 -Create a poster, radio advert, political cartoon or skit  to use bias and ideas of propaganda to convince an audience to come to a chosen location.

-Letter or postcard from Canada to a chosen country of origin, explaining the new experiences and challenges faced and including images of Canada at the time.

-Create a historical back story

-Discuss and critically analyze pertinent issues

-Break down and discuss a provided poem

-the ability to incorporate information learnt into a physical game

	Summative Assessment to be due at the end of the unit for sharing with the class:
Develop a settlement proposal in pairs that expresses the obstacles, opportunities, and the factors for development of a chosen area and cultural background.  Factors to consider would be resources needed, an economic plan, physical geography and climate, cultural prejudices or experiences, and personal experiences.  Students could show in a combination of means with choice: layout map or diorama, economic/budgeting plan, personal letters/diary, short skit/film, artistic portrayal, digital creation, or student proposal.

	Connections to Curriculum Learning Outcomes (PLOs)

Social Studies 10
B1 analyse Canadian society from 1815 to 1914 in terms of gender roles, ethnicity, daily life, and the arts 

B3 evaluate the influence of immigration on Canadian society from 1815 to 1914

B4 describe the factors that contributed to a changing national identity from 1815 to 1914

Physical Education 10
-show respect for rules, team-mates, opponents, and officials

-display emotional self-control in victory and in defeat

-use etiquette in physical activities

-attempt leadership in physical activities


	Connections to Curriculum Learning Outcomes (PLOs)

English 10
-Use oral language to interact, present, question, explain,  persuade, and listen.

-Write and represent to create a variety of meaningful personal, 

informational, and imaginative texts.

-Read and view to comprehend and respond to a variety of grade appropriate texts




Sequenced Learning Experiences:  (HOW you will guide your students to achieve goals set at outset of unit)
	Activities
	Assignments/Projects
	Resources

	Journal reflection on Canadian identity


	
	 Prior knowledge

	List of descriptors from images of Canada


	Peer assessment: Create a poster, radio advert, political cartoon or skit  to use bias and ideas of propaganda to convince an audience to come to a chosen location.
	Canadian immigration posters and displays

-Art supplies

	In small group develop pro and con lists for 3 countries of potential immigration

Class fact sheet


	
	Multi-modal presentations on each relevant country

	
	Completion and Formative Assessment: Letter or postcard from Canada to a chosen country of origin, explaining the new experiences and challenges faced and including images of Canada at the time.  
	

	“Land of Opportunity?” discussion looking at geographical, cultural and economic realities.


	Summative Assessment for end of unit:
Develop a settlement proposal that expresses the obstacles and opportunities and the factors for development of a chosen area and cultural background.  Factors to consider would be resources needed, an economic plan, physical geography and climate, cultural prejudices or experiences, and personal experiences.  Students could show in combination of means: layout map, economic plan, personal journals, skits etc. and means proposed by students.
	Multi-modal presentation and thought-provoking discussion questions/reflections

	Physical Education:

Canadian Immigration capture the resources, variation on “Capture the Flag” that incorporates learned concepts


	
	Cards with images of resources to capture

field space

	Listen to Margaret Atwood read “The Immigrants,” provide the poem in writing, and analyse and discuss as a class, then groups choose lines to represent in a tableau.
http://www.poetryarchive.org/poetryarchive/singlePoem.do?poemId=97 


	
	Poem - “The immigrants”

	Provide archive photographs as inspiration to write a back story.  Invite students before hand to learn about their own family history, share any photographs, or use their family back story as inspiration.


	
	Archive photos

	Discuss immigration today and the requirements for citizenship as a window into values of Canada and politically defined identity, do the Canadian citizenship test.


	
	Citizenship tests

	Discuss and debate Canadian stereotypes and prejudices


	Students bring in songs, videos, or images that portray stereotypes in order to critique 
	Technology for playing/showing  songs, videos, or images

	Reflection/journal write on Canadian identity, prompting to consider all that we have learnt.


	
	

	
	
	


Assessment:

Summative Assessment to be due at the end of the unit for sharing with the class:
Develop a settlement proposal in pairs that expresses the obstacles, opportunities, and the factors for development of a chosen area and cultural background.  Factors to consider would be resources needed, an economic plan, physical geography and climate, cultural prejudices or experiences, and personal experiences.  Students could show in a combination of means with choice: layout map or diorama, economic/budgeting plan, personal letters/diary, short skit/film, artistic portrayal, digital creation, or student proposal.

Summative Assessment would be based on a student-teacher created rubric that focuses on depth of thought, research, and effort put in; consultations mid and post project; and peer assessments.

Formative and peer assessments on the bias and propaganda assignment and on the postcard.

Formative assessment on discussions and group activities to look for comprehension and critical analysis

	
	

	Socials 10

Date:


	Notes:

Introduction to the unit: Canadian Identity and Immigration

	Students will be able to…

1. Evaluate the influence of immigration on Canadian society from 1896-1914

      - Analyse how the image of Canada led to an increase in population

2. Describe the factors that contributed to a changing national identity from 1896-1914

      - Define and explore bias

      - Explain how advertisement increased the interest in Canada

3. Analyse Canadian society from 1896-1914 in terms of gender roles, ethnicity, daily life, and the arts



	Time
	
	Teaching points

	10mins
	Introduction

Write a journal entry/personal reflection

Prompt: “What does it mean to be Canadian?”

· Is it how you grew up?

· Is it something you’ve seen on TV?

· Is it something that you can ‘see’?
	Personal beliefs

Own ideas about Canadian Identity               

	10mins
	Concept 1: What does Canada look like in the 1890`s

Image slides. Photographs. Posters. Video.
	On PP

	15mins
	Activity 1: In pairs/groups of 3 discuss words that can be used to describe Canada from the images seen
	Define descriptors

	10mins
	Activity 2: As a class create master list (on poster paper) of the descriptor words (for permanent viewing).

Question for thought: Did Canada actually look like this?
	Q&A – why?

	15mins
	Concept 2: What is bias? Why would companies use bias in their advertisements? What are some examples of bias in the pictures above? [make it look like something is better than it is]
	Independent work, small group discussion, give definition to write down & examples

	20mins
	Activity 3: Create a poster/ad/skit/political cartoon that uses bias to encourage an audience to come to a specific place/event
	Student choice

	Key concepts: Images and posters produced by companies who are trying to convince people of the importance of something will use words and images that show the topic in a very positive way.  If they have a reason to do so, to promote or increase knowledge or generate interest for their benefit, they have a bias. Canada was: open, uninhabited, bare, clean, exciting etc.


	
	

	Socials 10

Date:


	Notes:

Lesson 2: Canadian Identity and Immigration

· Why are people coming to Canada?

	Students will be able to…

1. Evaluate the influence of immigration on Canadian society from 1896-1914

     - Analyze and explain why people were being ‘pushed’ out of their home countries

2. Describe the factors that contributed to a changing national identity from 1896-1914

     - Name three of the countries that contributed to immigration in Canada

     - Explain the cultural factors that new comers may bring to Canada

3. Analyse Canadian society from 1896-1914 in terms of gender roles, ethnicity, daily life, and the arts




	Time
	
	Teaching points

	10mins
	Concept 1: Introduction to Ukraine in the 1890’s using quotes, video, pictures etc – focus on push factors, reasons for wanting to leave their home country
	 

	10mins
	Activity 1: Create a list of pros and cons to living in Ukraine at the time (using T-chart)
	Move into small groups – remain

	10mins
	Concept 2: Introduction to Russia in the 1890’s using quotes, video, pictures etc – focus on conditions in Russia – especially on ‘types’ of people i.e. Doukhobors
	Define religious persecution, laws of country

	10mins
	Activity 2: Create a list of pros and cons to living in Russia at the time (using T-chart)
	

	10mins
	Concept 3: Introduction to Britain in the 1890’s using quotes, books, video, pictures etc – focus on changing conditions and industry in the country
	Revisit industrial revolution and city conditions

	10mins
	Activity 3: Create a list of pros and cons to living in Britain at the time (using T-chart)
	

	20mins
	Activity 4: Class wide production of a fact sheet about the conditions in each country and why people may want to leave in the 1890’s.  Each group present their pros and cons and added to master list for display in class.
	

	Key concepts: Main problems across all three countries: over population, poor living conditions, poverty, government pressure, disease, lack of land to cultivate.  Others: religious persecution in Russia – other countries had reasons for wanting to leave like China, USA, etc – Ask students for their knowledge of why their families left their home country (and which country it was)


	
	

	Socials 10

Date:


	Notes:

Lesson 3: Canadian Identity and Immigration

· Why choose Canada?

	Students will be able to…

1. Evaluate the influence of immigration on Canadian society from 1896-1914

     - Explain how Canadian immigration policy made people want to come to Canada

2. Describe the factors that contributed to a changing national identity from 1896-1914

3. Analyse Canadian society from 1896-1914 in terms of gender roles, ethnicity, daily life, and the arts

     - Analyze and describe the day to day life of immigrant farmers in the prairies



	Time
	
	Teaching points

	15mins
	Activity 1: If we know why people want to leave their countries, why do they want to come to Canada? Create a list on the board/power point
	Tie to list of descriptors and list of push factors

	15mins
	Concept 1: Open door policy, Canadian policy of immigration, where the incomers work, how they live, what they plan to do.  
	Why Eastern dry land farmers?

	5mins
	Concept 2: Were there any exceptions to who was allowed to come to Canada?
	

	5mins
	Concept 3: Immigration vs. emigration – what is the difference?
	E for exit

	40mins
	Activity 2: Create a letter or postcard to family back home.  On the front of the postcard, or somewhere in the letter, draw an authentic scene from life in Canada.  In your writing explain what there is in Canada, if it is everything that you were told it would be, if it is better than your old life, and why the person you are writing to should come and join you.  Make it as authentic as possible.
	

	Key concepts: Clifford Sifton called for population increase for money, advertised plenty of land in the prairies, wanted farmers who knew how to manage the dry land of the prairies, came to land, built soddies to live in, worked for other farmers to buy equipment, some men came alone and paid for family to come later.  Blacks were discouraged from coming to Canada, those who were very culturally different were welcomed by government ($$) but not by the people already here.  Push factors translate to what Canada has to offer (pull).


f the material.
